Stéphane Dion Has Put Country At Risk

By Craig B. Chandler

I am angry at the Stéphane Dion Liberals for playing politics with Canadians.

Just two weeks ago the Liberals voted with the Bloc and the NDP to kill the Anti-terrorism Act (ATA). This act, passed in the immediate aftermath of the 9/11 terrorist attacks in the US in 2001 and it contained a number of new measures designed to improve ability to combat terrorist activity in this country. 

The Anti-terrorism Act (ATA) is one of several pieces of legislation that forms the Government of Canada's overall anti-terrorism strategy. 

The Government of Canada Anti-Terrorism Plan has four objectives:

· stop terrorists from getting into Canada and protect Canadians from terrorist acts;

· bring forward tools to identify, prosecute, convict and punish terrorists; 

· prevent the Canada-US border from being held hostage by terrorists and impacting on the Canadian economy; and

· work with the international community to bring terrorists to justice and address the root causes of such hatred.

The Liberals were the authours of the bill and it was co-written by The Honourable Anne McLellan (former Minister of Justice and Attorney General of Canada), the Honourable Lawrence MacAulay (former Solicitor General of Canada) and the Honourable John Manley (former Minister of Foreign Affairs).

Anne Mclellan said this about the Act  "The horrific events of September 11 remind us that we must continue to work with other nations to confront terrorism and ensure the full force of Canadian law is brought to bear against those who support, plan and carry out acts of terror - we will cut off their money, find them and punish them,"

Lawrence MacAulay said this about the Act."As a nation, we must be prepared to ensure our safety and security. This legislation will provide our law enforcement and national security agencies with additional tools to identify and dismantle terrorist organizations and prevent terrorist acts,". 

Stéphane Dion needed votes to become leader of the Liberal Party of Canada and he needed the votes from the camp of Gerald Kennedy.  On any convention floor deals are made, I know as I have been in a leadership race.

The price for the victory of Stéphane Dion to be crowned leader of the Liberals was one that has seriousl put the country in a serious pickle.  Gerald Kennedy who was supported by several in the Muslim and Indian community who opposed this Act supported Mr. Kennedy because he vowed not to renew it.  Dion's convention floor strategists then agreed with the Kennedy clan that the condition of support for Mr. Kennedy would be keeping this vow.  Stéphane Dion agreed and Gerald Kennedy delivered victory.

Mr. Dion not only showed Canadians that he will do anything to get elected, but he also showed Canadians that he does not believe in allowing his Members of Parliament to represent their constituencies on this very important issue. 

Stéphane Dion threatened to punish any Liberal MP who supported the government's plan to extend the controversial anti-terrorism measures. The Liberal Leader confirmed in an interview with the Globe and Mail on February 20th 2007  that the vote would be a whipped vote, in which MPs are told how to vote. 

Have no fear this column is not promoting one party or another, but when one party does something really stupid such as the Liberals have here, a public spanking is in order.

Bad , Stéphane bad.


Until next week.
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